Flash Flood/Flood Safety

What has been one of the biggest
weather related killers in Missouri Missouri Tornado /Flood Deaths
over the last 13 years? The answer is 3p
Flash Flood/Flood events and by a

large margin. As Chart 1 shows, there 25
have been more flood related deaths 54|
every year except for 1991 and 2002.
The totals over the 13-year period 15
stand at: Flood Deaths 81, Tornado
Deaths 8. In 2002, 3 deaths were due 7
to flooding. Many people do not
realize the power of flowing water.
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Many people who diein aflash flood die in their vehicle, and Missouri is no exception. Of the 3
flood related deaths in 2001, all involved avehicle. Areas that have become major problems are
LOW WATER CROSSINGS! Asthenameimplies, duringlow water thereisusually no problem.
However, when the water rises, especially quickly asin aflash flood, low water crossings become
DEATH TRAPS. On average, it only takes about 2 feet of water to make a car float. Once floating,
itwill be swept downstream and often overturn, trapping the occupantsinside. The National Weather
Service (NWS) has produced a videotape about low-water crossings; The Hidden Danger, L ow-
Water Crossings. Contact your local NWS office for details.

NEVER drive into aflooded areal Be especially cautious at night when darkness will often hide
flood dangers. If you live in aflood prone area, have a plan of action in case flooding strikes. Stay
tuned to the latest weather devel opments and be ready to move quickly. Abandon personal property
and move to higher ground.

Camping near small riversis very popular, but can also be very dangerous. Remember that heavy
rain upstream may lead to seriousflooding at your location with little or no warning. Avoid camping
along small rivers or streams when heavy rain isin the forecast.
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